
Chef de Brigade William S Tate
En Commandant de La Seconde Légion des Francs (‘La Légion Noire’)

The model of Tate was heavily converted, using epoxy putty, by Martin Small from a plastic figure by Victrix. 
The infantrymen in the background are also plastic Victrix figures, built and converted by Martin Small.
The officers, drummer and standard-bearer surrounding Tate are metal figures by Eureka Miniatures were 
painted by Mark Davies.

William S Tate was born in Wexford, Ireland, sometime around 1737. He emigrated to 
America with his family, who settled near Charleston, South Carolina. However, Tate’s 
parents were killed in a raid by Indians, who were operating as partisans for the British in 
one of their innumerable American wars against the French, Dutch and Spanish and this 
sowed the seeds of Tate’s violent hatred of the British.
When the American War of Independence broke out in 1775, Tate, now aged 
approximately 38, was commissioned as an officer of the rebel South Carolina Continental 
Artillery. However, Charleston fell to the British and he was captured, undoubtedly 
becoming in the process, even less enamoured by the British. However, he was soon 
exchanged for a captured British officer and he served as a Captain in the rebel 
Continental Army until the end of the war in 1783.
Marrying in 1787, he became a relatively successful land speculator, but became 
embroiled in a scandal regarding the embezzlement of US public funds and his company 
collapsed as a consequence. In 1793, with the French Revolution now in full swing, he 
made an even more unwise decision, when he decided to help the French launch a raid 
from US ports, against British possessions in Florida. However, the US Government had 
no interest in re-igniting a war with Britain and ordered the arrest of all involved in the plot. 
Tate fled to France and became fully signed up for the French Revolutionary cause.
So it was that in 1797, aged approximately 60, William S Tate was appointed as Colonel of 
La Seconde Légion des Francs and with the brevet rank of Chef de Brigade, was placed in 
command of the expedition to Wales.



 La Seconde Légion des Francs (‘La Légion Noire’)

La Seconde Légion des 
Francs (i.e. ‘The Second 
Free Legion’, aka ‘The 
Black Legion’), 
commanded by the Irish-
American Chef de 
Brigade William S Tate, 
comprised some 
1,200-1,400 men, 
organised into two 
battalions, each of five 
Chasseur Companies 
and one Grenadier 
Company. Chasseurs 
(‘Hunters’) were light 
infantry, while Grenadiers were traditionally the best, toughest and tallest men in a 
regiment. The vast majority of these were impressed (unimpressed?) scum and jail-
scrapings, along with former Vendéean monarchist rebels. However, around 600 were 
half-decent Revolutionary volunteers, including some idealistic Irish republicans and 200 of 
these men undoubtedly served in the two Grenadier companies (distinguished by their red 
epaulettes and plumes). These seem to have been the most effective forces available to 
Tate and he formed them into a small elite 'battalion', which very nearly succeeded in 
ambushing Lord Cawdor's British column in the narrow lanes of the Pencaer. However, 
despite this one bright spot in their record, the Legion was badly demoralised, starving and 
poorly-led when it landed at Carregwastad and surrendered at virtually the first sign of 
organised military opposition. It is interesting to speculate what might have happened, had 
the French landed with well-trained troops, or at least troops who had been fed.
The Legion was provided with old British red uniforms that had originally been supplied to 
monarchist rebels in the Vendée before being captured and badly re-dyed with poor-
quality black dye, resulting in a colour described by witnesses as ‘brown’ or ‘rust’. Facings 
and waistcoats were described by one witness as ‘blue’ and were probably therefore, the 
original sky-blue colour that had been supplied by the British. Headgear was described 
variously by witnesses as ‘redundant cavalry helmets’ or ‘leather caps with falling 
horsehair manes’ and Martin has therefore modeled some of the French troops with these 
caps. However, we have modeled the bulk of the French troops in typical bicorne hats. We 
must admit that we have probably gone a little over-the-top in giving our Grenadiers very 
impressive bearskins; these were a typical item of dress for French Grenadiers but there is 
no actual evidence that these were worn by the Black Legion at Fishguard.



Chef de Bataillon Jacques-Phillippe Le Brun
En Commandant de la 1er Bataillon, 2e Légion des Francs

The model of Le Brun is a metal French Revolutionary artillery officer figure by Eureka Miniatures. His aide is 
a metal French artillery crewman figure, also by Eureka Miniatures. Both were painted by Mark Davies. The 
Black Legionnaires in the background are plastic Victrix figures, assembled and painted (and converted in 
some cases), by Martin Small.

Chef de Bataillon Jacques-Phillippe Le Brun was an interesting character; an aristocrat, he 
held the hereditary title of Le Baron de Rochemure and had served as an officer in the 
Royal Army of France. He had even fought against the Revolution as an officer in the Duke 
of Condé's army and again at Quiberon Bay, during the Vendée Rebellion. Consequently, it 
is not clear as to what exactly had motivated him to join the Revolutionary cause and the 
‘Black Legion’. Maybe he was serving incognito? Or maybe he was given ‘an offer he 
couldn’t refuse’ by the Republicans? Strange as it may seem, it was not all that unusual to 
find former aristocrats and Royal Army officers serving in the Republican French forces. 
Indeed, Napoleon Bonaparte himself had been raised to the nobility and had served as an 
officer in the Royal Army.
However, it does seem that Le Brun’s heart was not really with the Republican cause. At 
Fishguard he was instrumental in persuading Tate to surrender and once Tate had decided 
upon that course of action, Le Brun was sent to make contact with the British forces at 
Fishguard and was present when the surrender document was finally signed.
Nevertheless, he was regarded by his captors as probably the most competent officer 
present in Tate's force and was the only Frenchman present among the four officers taken 
to London for questioning (the others being the American Tate and the Irishmen, Captain 
Robert Morrison and Lieutenant Barry St Leger).



Lieutenant Colonel John Campbell, The 1st Baron Cawdor

Our model of Cawdor was converted from a Perry Miniatures plastic French Hussar figure.

John Campbell of Stackpole Court was aged 43 when the French landed in 1797. The 
richest and best-known of Pembrokeshire landowners, he had extensive estates in 
Scotland, Cardiganshire and south Pembrokeshire and had served as the Member of 
Parliament for Nairnshire and Cardiganshire before being raised to the Peerage in 1796 as 
the ‘1st Baron Cawdor of Castlemartin in the County of Pembroke’.
The energetic Lord Cawdor was indefatigable in his efforts to improve his estates and 
succeeded in turning south Pembrokeshire into a model of agricultural efficiency – a 
legacy that still survives today. He even had a hand in creating the famous ‘Welsh Black’ 
breed of cattle. Perhaps surprisingly, he had no real experience as a military commander. 
He had not served in the Army or Royal Navy and his only military experience was gained 
through the Pembroke Yeomanry; to which he was appointed, as Officer Commanding the 
Castlemartin Troop, in 1794.
Nevertheless, his social rank seemed to trump virtually any military rank when the French 
invaded. Upon arrival with his column at Lord Milford’s headquarters in the Castle Inn, 
Haverfordwest, Cawdor found himself outranked by at least three other officers – Lord 
Milford, Lieutenant Colonel Colby of the Militia and Captain Longcroft of the Royal Navy. 
Nevertheless, Lord Milford granted Cawdor the brevet rank of Lieutenant Colonel and 
appointed him as commander of all military forces in the county.
However, there was a deep enmity between Cawdor and Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Knox 
of the Fishguard & Newport Volunteer Infantry. This feud seems to have stemmed from the 
appointment of the young Thomas Knox, by his father, William Knox, to command the 
regiment in 1793. This feud erupted during the crisis of February 1797, when Knox’s 
retreating force met Cawdor’s advancing force at Treffgarne. Knox attempted to ‘pull rank’ 
on Cawdor, but he was slapped down, with Cawdor accusing Knox of cowardice in the 
face of the enemy. This matter eventually resulted in a duel between the two men a few 
months later and the resignation of Knox.



The Castlemartin Troop,
The Pembroke Gentlemen Yeomanry Cavalry

The Yeomanry models were heavily converted by Martin Small from Perry Miniatures’ plastic French Hussar 
figures. They were painted by Mark Davies.

The Pembroke Regiment of Gentlemen Yeomanry Cavalry was formed in 1794 by Richard 
Philipps; Lord Milford and Lord Lieutenant for Haverfordwest and Pembrokeshire. The 
Pembroke Yeomanry at the time comprised two troops (each of roughly forty men) of light 
dragoons; one troop (the Dungleddy Troop) based at Picton Castle, under the direct 
command of Lord Milford and the other (the Castlemartin Troop) based in the south-west 
of the county, at Stackpole Court, under the command of John Campell, Lord Cawdor.
When the invasion alarm was raised in February 1797, Lord Milford at once sent word to 
Cawdor to march with all haste and to assume command of the Pembroke Volunteer 
Infantry and the detachment of the Cardiganshire Militia guarding Pembroke Prison, and to 
bring the combined force at once to Haverfordwest. By sheer luck, Cawdor's Castlemartin 
Troop was already formed and ready to march to Haverfordwest for a funeral that was to 
have been held there the following day and as a result, the Castlemartin Troop, along with 
the Pembroke Volunteers and Cardiganshire Militia, were in Haverfordwest by dawn of the 
23rd. History does not record what happened to the Dungleddy Troop, though it is possible 
that they were
Uniform for the Pembroke Yeomanry was the same that of the Light Dragoon regiments of 
the regular Army, being a short, dark blue ‘dolman’ jacket, with white breeches and a 
crested ‘Tarleton’ helmet. The dolman had pale buff facings with white lace (silver lace for 
officers). The helmet had a black turban, wound with silver chains, and a white-over-red 
plume on the left side.
The Pembroke Yeomanry was belatedly given the battle honour ‘Fishguard 1797’ by 
Queen Victoria in 1853 and it remains the only battle honour awarded to the British Army 
for an action on the British mainland. They are still in existence today, as 224 (Pembroke 
Yeomanry) Squadron, Royal Logistics Corps (Volunteer) of the Territorial Army, based at 
Haverfordwest.



Lieutenant Colonel John Colby, Commanding Officer of The 
Pembrokeshire Militia

The models used for Colby and Edwardes are metal figures by Redoubt Miniatures, painted by Mark Davies. 
They wear the Pembrokeshire Militia uniform of scarlet coat, bright blue facings and gold buttons, epaulettes 
and lace.

When the French invasion came in 1797, the Pembrokeshire Militia was stationed in 
Norfolk, manning the Landguard Fort, near Harwich; ironically defending that stretch of 
coast against French invasion. However, Lieutenant Colonel John Colby, the highly-
respected and long-serving Commanding Officer of the Pembrokeshire Militia, had recently  
returned to Haverfordwest in order to supervise the training of the Supplementary Militia. 
As soon as the alarm was raised, Colby realised that his newly-raised Supplementary 
Militia were not remotely ready to face the enemy in battle. However, he also knew that 
there was a force of experienced Militia in the county, guarding Prisoners of War at Golden 
Prison in Pembroke. At once, he dispatched the Pembrokeshire Supplementary Militia to 
relieve the Cardiganshire Militia at Golden Prison. In so doing, he freed the most 
experienced infantry in the county to join the fight against the French invaders.
Having taken this decisive action, Colby and his aide, the Honourable Captain William 
Edwardes, mounted their horses and galloped through the darkness to Fishguard. 
Thankfully avoiding French marauders, they arrived at Fishguard Fort and then met with 
Lieutenant Colonel Knox and advised him that if he faced a superior force, he should retire 
toward Haverfordwest, in order to meet the force that would be marching from there. 
Following this conference, Colby and Edwardes then galloped back to Haverfordwest, 
arriving back at the Castle Inn at 5am, just as Cawdor’s forces were arriving.
The Honourable Captain William Edwardes was the 19 year-old son and heir of Lord 
William Edwardes, 1st Baron Kensington and MP for Haverfordwest. The younger 
Edwardes was renowned for being a boorish drunk since his early teens, but nevertheless 
succeeded his father as 2nd Baron Kensington in 1801 and became a somewhat 
unpopular MP in 1802, before being supplanted as MP by General Sir Thomas Picton.



Captain Stephen Longcroft,
 Royal Navy Regulating Captain for Milford Haven & Haverfordwest

Our model of Captain Longroft was heavily converted by Martin Small from a Perry Miniatures plastic French 
Hussar figure. The other sailor figures were converted from Perry Miniatures plastic American Civil War 
figures. All were painted by Martin Small.

Although there was no large-scale Royal Navy presence in Milford Haven and 
Haverfordwest in 1797, naval vessels would regularly call for replenishment of food, water 
and ammunition and armed Revenue Cutters, who operated closely with the Navy, were 
constantly patrolling the smuggler-infested waters around Pembrokeshire. Additionally the 
Royal Navy then had the right to use ‘Press-Gangs’, who would prowl the inns of coastal 
towns, looking for sailors who would then be ‘pressed’ into the Royal Navy. All this naval 
activity required a naval senior officer to co- ordinate and command the naval personnel in 
the county, as well as to liaise with the civil authorities and local Army units. These senior 
officers assigned to ports were known as ‘Regulating Captains’; there were two such 
Regulating Captains in south Wales – one covering Milford Haven and Haverfordwest and 
the other based in Swansea.
Captain Stephen Longcroft RN was the Regulating Captain for Haverfordwest and Milford 
Haven. As the most senior regular military officer in the county, he played a pivotal part in 
the story and was directly responsible for mobilising a considerable force of infantry and 
artillery from naval crews and press-gangs.



Captain William Lloyd Davies,
 38th Regiment of Foot Aide-de-Camp to Lord Cawdor

Our model of Captain Davies is a metal figure by Redoubt Miniatures, painted by Mark Davies. The uniform 
of scarlet coat, with yellow facings and silver buttons, epaulettes and lace, is that of the 38th Foot. However, 
it is possible that Captain Davies was simply dressed in civilian clothes.

Captain William Lloyd Davies was commissioned into the 38th Foot in 1775 and served in 
the American War of Independence, including the Battle of Bunker Hill and many other 
major engagements. Having long-since left the Army and retired to his estate at Cwm 
House, in the village of Llangynog, near Carmarthen, he was nevertheless still in the Army 
Reserve as a ‘Half- Pay Captain’.
When the alarm came, Captain Davies was on the spot in Haverfordwest and immediately 
volunteered his services to the assembling force. As the only combat veteran on his staff, 
Cawdor greatly valued Captain Davies’ sound military advice and even asked him to 
deploy the force at Fishguard so as to convince the French that they faced a superior 
force; which Cawdor recorded that “he did to great effect”.
It seems highly probable therefore, that Captain Davies’ actions were the original germ of 
truth that grew into the legend of Jemima Nicholas and the Welsh women ‘marching round 
the hill’ to fool the French that they were faced by a superior force of Redcoats.



Captain Thomas Nisbett,
 5th Regiment of Foot Commanding the Fishguard Volunteer Scouts

Nisbett is a metal figure by The Foundry, painted in the uniform of the 5th Foot – red coat with ‘gosling 
green’ (a horrible light greenish-khaki) and silver metalwork. This depiction is conjectural,
as like Captain Davies, he was probably actually in civilian clothes on the day. The Fishguard & Newport 
Volunteer Infantry are metal figures by Perry Miniatures. All painted by Mark Davies.

Another unsung hero of 1797 was Captain Thomas Nisbett. Nisbett was a ‘Half-Pay’ (i.e. 
retired reservist) light infantry officer with the 5th Regiment of Foot. A veteran of the 
American War of Indepencence, it is said that he was in Fishguard awaiting passage to 
Ireland when the invasion alarm came on the night of 21st February 1797. Nisbett 
immediately offered his services to Lt Col Knox of the Fishguard & Newport Volunteers 
and clearly impressed the young colonel, as Knox immediately placed him in command of 
the Volunteers’ scouts.
Within a few hours, Nisbett had established a screen of scouts between the French 
landing-site and the town of Fishguard and had succeeded in accurately identifying the 
strength of the invading force. Nisbett’s biggest success however, was in successfully 
sniffing out an attempted ambush by the French grenadiers on the evening of the 22nd. 
Had Nisbett not detected the ambush, Cawdor’s column, advancing rashly in the gathering 
dark along the narrow, high-hedged Trefwrgi Lane, would have been slaughtered by close-
range fire and hand-grenades.
Nisbett never did find passage to Ireland. After the invasion he was put in charge of 
recovering discarded French weapons and ammunition and also conducted various visiting 
bigwigs around the scene of the invasion and finally settled in the area.



The Cardiganshire Militia
The uniform of the 
Cardiganshire Militia was 
rather old-fashioned for the 
time, being of the 1768 
Pattern, with lace-edged 
bicorne hats, The red coats 
were faced with ‘garter blue’ 
and officers’ metalwork was 
silver. The Regimental Colour 
is recorded as being of garter 
blue silk, with the
arms of the Lord Lieutenant 
for Cardiganshire (who at the 
time was Wilmot Vaughan, 
Earl of Lisburne). These are 
metal figures by The Foundry, 
painted by Mark Davies.

The Cardiganshire Militia, like all County Militia Regiments in Britain, was raised from men 
who were drafted by holding a ballot for all eligible men in each parish. Drafted men would 
then serve with the Militia for five years. In peace-time, this was not too onerous, as the 
Militia would only be called up for a few weeks training in each year. However, in wartime 
the Militia was permanently mobilised and Militia would often find themselves posted for 
years to far-flung corners of the country (though Parliament was never permitted to send 
the Militia overseas – not even to Ireland). As a consequence, Militia service was generally  
hated and men did all they could to avoid being drafted. However, it was perfectly legal for 
men to nominate a substitute to serve in their place and quite large sums of money were 
often paid in order to persuade someone to act as a substitute. Tribunals were also held 
for those with extreme mitigating circumstances, such as where a draftee was the primary 
bread-winner in a family or where the draftee held an essential trade in the community. 
Thankfully, the size of each County Militia Regiment was based on the population and 
taxable income of the county, and as Cardiganshire was sparsely-populated and dirt-poor, 
the regiment was only 120 men strong (12% the size of a regular Regiment of Foot).
The Cardiganshire Militia in February 1796 had only just returned from two years of 
garrison duty in Northumberland, where they were had been sent to maintain public order 
following repeated corn-riots. Upon their return, 20 men were sent to the regimental depot 
at Aberystwyth, where they were to train the new Militia draft, as well as the 250 or so new 
‘Supplementary Militia’ men who had just been raised. The regimental headquarters 
meanwhile went to Haverfordwest, while the remaining 100 men, under the command of 
Lieutenant-Adjutant Edward Cole, were sent to Golden Prison in Pembroke, where they 
would be responsible for guarding French and Spanish prisoners of war, as well as for 
mounting anti-smuggling patrols around the coast. When the invasion alert came, the 
Militia were relieved by a detachment of Pembrokeshire Supplementary Militia, allowing 
the Cardiganshire Militia to march north with Lord Cawdor’s column.
Unlike the comrades in the Pembroke Yeomanry, the Cardiganshire Militia did not receive 
the battle honour ‘Fishguard 1797’ from Queen Victoria in 1853. This was due to a 
technicality: they had been converted to a ‘Rifles’ regiment in 1811 and as such did not 
carry Colours. Battle honours were only awarded to regiments that had Colours on which 
to embroider them.



The Pembroke Volunteer Infantry

Despite our best efforts, we have been completely unable to discover any more details regarding the 
Pembroke Volunteer Infantry, which makes modeling them somewhat difficult, as we don’t know anything 
about their uniforms or flags. Consequently, given their close association to Colby and the Pembrokeshire 
Militia, we have given them the Pembrokeshire Militia distinctions of bright blue facings, with gold officers’ 
metalwork. The Colours again, are entirely conjectural,
though are based on the colours carried by other Welsh Volunteer corps. The models are metal figures by 
Redoubt Miniatures and were painted by Mark Davies.

In 1793, a regiment of Volunteers was formed in Pembrokeshire by William Knox, the 
former Under-Secretary of State for America. Knox had lost his job following the British 
defeat at the hands of the American rebels, but had made a considerable amount of 
money in the process and with the proceeds, bought the Slebech and Llanstinian estates 
in Pembrokeshire. While his raising of the new regiment of Volunteers initially proved 
popular among the Pembrokeshire gentry, the appointment of his twenty year-old son 
Thomas as Lieutenant Colonel of the Volunteers, proved deeply unpopular. This caused a 
schism and the aggrieved parties went off to form the Pembroke Yeomanry Cavalry and to 
re-form the Pembroke Volunteer Infantry in 1794. What was left of Knox’s original 
Volunteer regiment remained under Thomas Knox’s command, as the Fishguard and 
Newport Volunteer Infantry.
The Pembroke Volunteer Infantry meanwhile, had originally been formed in 1780, during 
the American War of Independence. Lieutenant Colonel John Colby had raised the corps 
in order to provide light infantry support for his own regiment of Pembrokeshire Militia. This 
was no doubt prompted by a number of successful American privateer raids on the British 
coast, including a raid on Fishguard in 1779. The Pembroke Volunteers were disbanded at 
the end of that war in 1783, but were resurrected again in 1794, due a renewed threat of 
invasion – this time by Revolutionary France.
In 1797 the Pembroke Volunteers numbered 120 men, under the command of Captain 
James Ackland of Llanion House. We know that they were once again trained as light 
infantry and when the invasion alarm came, we know that they met up with Lord Cawdor’s 
column at Pembroke Ferry and joined the march north to Fishguard. Unfortunately, we 
know almost nothing else about them.



The Fishguard & Newport Volunteer Infantry

The uniform of the Fishguard & Newport Volunteers was described as a 'striped' (i.e. laced) cut- down coat, 
worn with a slouched hat, turned up on the left with a leek allegedly worn as a plume and a white strip of 
cloth bearing the Prince of Wales' motto 'Ich Dien' (German for 'I Serve') worn in front of the black cockade. 
An officer’s uniform in the Pembrokeshire Museum Service collection, is scarlet, with white collar and cuffs, 
silver buttons and lace, red waistcoat and light infantry details. We have used Perry Miniatures metal figures 
to represent the Volunteers. As the leek-plume seems somewhat fanciful, we have conjecturally given them 
‘leek-like’ green-and-white plumes. No colours are recorded, though it was typical for Volunteer corps to 
carry colours, so we have conjecturally given colours to each division. The King’s Colour (the Union Flag) is 
of the regulation pattern, with the wreathed regimental title in the centre and surmounted by the Prince of 
Wales’ Feathers. The Regimental Colour would normally be in the regimental ‘facing’ colour (i.e.
the coat-lining, which shows at collar, cuffs and lapels), but regiments with white, red or black facings always 
carried a red St George’s cross on a white field, as shown here.

The Fishguard & Newport Volunteer Infantry, commanded by the young Lieutenant Colonel 
Thomas Knox, numbered some 270 men, who were grouped into two ‘divisions’, each of 
two companies - one division each for the towns of Fishguard and Newport. Note that most 
accounts wrongly describe these men as 'Fencibles'. They were ‘Volunteers’ and not 
‘Fencibles’. Fencibles were full-time, regular troops, raised for service within the British 
Isles. Volunteers were raised under an entirely different Act of Parliament and were part-
timers who served within their own locality. The only Fencible unit in Pembrokeshire was 
the Pembrokeshire Regiment of Fencible Light Dragoons, which at this time was engaged 
in Ireland. Despite what most accounts claim, no Fencible regiments were directly involved 
in the Fishguard invasion.
It should also be noted that the Fishguard & Newport Volunteers were a formed regiment 
of smart, red-coated soldiers, armed with muskets and bayonets and virtually 
indistinguishable from the regular Army. They were not the pitchfork-armed mob of civilians 
depicted in popular myth (and on Pembrokeshire County Council’s Fishguard webpage)! 
There certainly were armed civilians at Fishguard, but they were not the Volunteers, who 
were soldiers, not civilians!



The Royal Navy & Revenue Service

In the photo above we see an officer supervising the dismounting of the guns. Note that the sailors would 
also take timber and tackle ashore to establish good firing-platforms for their naval guns
These figures were heavily converted by Martin Small from plastic Perry American Civil War figures, as well 
as Victrix plastic French Napoleonic infantry. The guns are metal models by Redoubt Miniatures. All painted 
by Martin Small.

After the Fishguard & Newport Volunteer Infantry, the next military units to react were 
those of the Royal Navy and Customs Service in Milford Haven and Haverfordwest. The 
Revenue Cutter 'Diligence', commanded by Lieutenant William Dobbins, had been 
pursued by Castagnier's flotilla, but had managed to evade pursuit in the dangerous reefs 
around St David's Head. Racing to Milford Haven, Dobbins managed to raise the alarm, 
spurring Captain Stephen Longcroft (Regulating Captain of Milford Haven & 
Haverfordwest) into action. While messengers were sent out to raise the alarm, Longcroft 
ordered the crew of the cutter ‘Speedwell’ to dismount their guns (eight long naval 9-
pounders – the same type seen today at Fishguard Fort) and to load them into 
commandeered hay-carts. The crews of a number of small naval vessels, as well as the 
local Royal Navy press-gangs were then formed into an armed column of some 140 men 
and ordered to march immediately for Haverfordwest.
Upon arrival at Haverfordwest, five of the guns were ordered to be mounted on 
Haverfordwest Castle, while the remaining three guns and the bulk of the sailors joined 
Lord Cawdor’s march north to Fishguard. The majority of these men would have been 
hardened veterans from the long wars against France and Spain and would have 
experienced fighting on land, as well as shipboard actions. These tough men were 
unquestionably the most effective troops available to Lord Cawdor.



Jemima Nicholas (‘Jemima Fawr’) & Friend

Jemima Nicholas or was a six-foot tall, 19-stone cobbler from Fishguard. She was known 
locally as ‘Jemima Fawr’, which is usually translated into the romantic and heroic ‘Great 
Jemima’, but it could equally be taken to mean ‘Big Jemima’. Aged 41 when the French 
landed, she was already well-known for breaking up bar fights in the town, so it was no 
surprise to anyone when she went out with her hay-fork and came back with twelve 
drunken French prisoners, who she locked in St Mary’s Church, before heading out to find 
more!
While this story is almost certainly true, there are lots more legends surrounding Jemima 
and the local womenfolk generally. In particular, it is often said that Jemima organised the 
women into an armed militia and, in their fashionable tall stovepipe hats, red woollen 
shawls and white aprons, marched round and round the hill behind what is now Fishguard 
High School, in order to fool the French (observing from Carnwnda, across the valley), that 
they were British Army ‘Redcoats’. However, there is no actual evidence that this ever took 
place and there are quite a few actual pieces of evidence that go towards disproving this 
legend. For one, Lord Cawdor actually ordered his aide, Captain William Davies, to 
manoeuvre the troops in order to give a false impression of strength, so it is entirely likely 
that the actions of Captain Davies have been misattributed to Jemima. Secondly, the 
British Army did not wear stovepipe hats until 1800 at the earliest, so the theory that the 
Welsh ladies’ headgear resembled Army headgear is not true for 1797. Third, the French 
didn’t consider surrender until after they had been engaged by Lord Cawdor’s column. 
Fourth, Lord Cawdor recorded that he was most surprised, to see a body of around 400 
armed women at the French surrender
parade; so while they were certainly present 
at the surrender, his surprise would tend to 
indicate that this was the first time he’d seen 
or heard of the ‘Welsh Amazons’.

Whatever the truth of the legend, it’s impossible for us 
to do this project without including Welsh ladies, so 
Martin has modeled a selection of Pembrokeshire 
‘Ladies’ doing unspeakable things to Frenchmen with 
pitchforks, rakes, axes, clubs, rocks,
cleavers, scythes and chamber-pots... Much as our 
wives do to us, in fact...



The Loyal Haverfordwest Volunteer Infantry

It is highly unlikely that the Loyal Haverfordwest would have found uniforms within such a short period of 
time, but it is probable that many of the officers and men may have previously served in the Militia or regular 
Army and may have worn their old uniforms. Given the lack of uniforms, they may well have worn some sort 
of field-sign, such as a strip of cloth tied around the arm or the hat. It is also likely that they would have been 
armed and equipped from the Pembrokeshire Militia depot in Haverfordwest.
For our Haverfordwest Volunteers, we have used metal Canadian Militia figures by Knuckleduster Miniatures 
in the USA, as these are dressed in civilian clothes, but are equipped with military weapons and equipment. 
However, they may offend the purists, as their backpacks are a design that didn’t come into service until 
1806 (these figures are designed for the War of 1812 that was fought between Britain and the USA). The 
officers are dressed in Pembrokeshire Militia uniforms
and the flag is a hastily-made affair; a simple patriotic slogan (Welsh for ‘Our God, Our Country, Our King’, 
which was used on the flag of the Cowbridge Volunteers in 1797) painted on a sheet.

While much of the local population was fleeing from the French invasion, a significant 
minority were flocking to the colours, volunteering their services to fight the invaders. 
Some of these, such as Jemima Nicholas, Henry Whiteside’s Solva Volunteers and 
hundreds of others, did so ‘freelance’, without the official approval of either the Army or the 
local government representatives. Others followed the ‘official’ route and formed new 
Volunteer corps with the blessing of the county Lord Lieutenant.
The Loyal Haverfordwest Volunteer Infantry were created from the volunteers who flocked 
to Lord Milford’s headquarters at the Castle Inn in Haverfordwest. The Army List records 
that the corps was formed on 23rd February and that Major Joshua Roch was 
commissioned by the Lord Lieutenant to command it. Other officers were commissioned, 
including the commanders of the three companies: Captains William Bowen, George Roch 
and Richard Foley. The diary of Volunteer James Jones, records that 300 men then 
marched from Haverfordwest to Fishguard and were present when the French laid down 
their arms. Lord Cawdor does not mention them, but this is probably due to them following 
on, approximately a day behind Cawdor’s main column.



Lieutenant Colonel Thomas Knox Commanding Officer
The Fishguard & Newport Volunteer Infantry

Mark Davies used the Wellington figure from Redoubt's 'Wellington in India' range for Knox. The figure is 
modelled with a chivalric sash, but I filed it flat to make a cross-belt. The uniform for this regiment is only 
known from a single surviving officer's coat and a rather vague eye-witness' description, so this figure is fairly 
conjectural, though it adheres to the known details - white facings and silver metal. The musician’s uniform is 
also conjectural, though the white coat, red breeches and red waistcoat represent the regulation uniform for 
a regiment with white facings

In 1794, the young Pembrokeshire gentleman Thomas Knox, still in his twenties and with 
no regular military experience, was appointed as Lieutenant Colonel of the newly-raised 
Fishguard & Newport Volunteer Infantry. It will probably come as no surprise to learn that 
the appointment was made in no small part due to the influence of his father, William Knox, 
the wealthy former Under- Secretary of State for the American Colonies 1770-82. Neither 
of the Knoxes were to know it at the time, but the bad-feeling caused by this appointment 
in Pembrokeshire society was to have serious and long-lasting repercussions in 1797.
When invasion came in 1797, the young Lieutenant Colonel Knox was not initially found 
wanting; most of his regiment swiftly answered the call and were soon out, scouting the 
French positions. However, Knox made the fatal error of boasting to the visiting Lieutenant 
Colonel Colby that his regiment would attack the French at dawn. Colby advised caution, 
but Knox was insistent that he would attack. It therefore came as a great shock in the 
morning, when Knox discovered that he was outnumbered at odds of 8 to 1! With his tail 
between his legs, Knox withdrew down the turnpike road to Treffgarne, where Lord 
Cawdor greeted him with the utmost contempt.
After the French surrender, dark rumours of Knox’s ‘cowardice’ began to spread, forcing 
Knox’s resignation as Commanding Officer. Knox and Cawdor even ‘fought’ a duel over 
the matter, though both men appear to have survived unscathed ad there is no record of 
what actually transpired at the ‘duel’.


